The progress of medicine has been greatly ,retarded by the conduct of those "who have attempted to explain too much. Instead of seizing on the principal phenomena of a disease, and following these, they have employed all their talents in endeavouring to discover the occult causes. In intermittent fever they have exerted all their ingenuity in tracing the cause of the rigors, while they have thrown no light whatever upon the nature and seat of the disease.
It is not the exact object of this paper to attempt any refutation of the doctrine of Cullen, respecting " debility, diminished energy of the brain, and spasm of the extreme vessels," as the proximate cause of the cold stage; or that of Mason Good, who appears to attribute it to " debility and a diminished supply of sensorial fluid." It appears to me that the crude mechanical notion of Hippocrates stands upon quite as good a foundation. He thought that a quantity of air got into the vessels of the surface of the body, and drove the blood before it to the centre, and thus produced the cold stage.
Before we shall be entitled to receive the doctrines either of 'Cullen or Good into the medical evidence of the case, we must t)e more intimately acquainted, not only with the ahatomy and physiology of the brain and nervous system, and with the structure of the extreme capillary branches, but also with the great principle of life itself,?upon all which points we are as yet unfortunately profoundly ignorant. 
